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Physician Assistant Class of 2009 Certificate and Awards Ceremony
Dr. John M. Dunn
2 p.m. Aug. 7, 2009
• Good afternoon and welcome to the Physician Assistant Class of 2009 Certificate
and Awards Ceremony. It is my absolute pleasure to be here with you today to
celebrate your success. I'd like to welcome all of the friends, families and loved
ones who are here today to celebrate as well. Your patience, dedication and support
helped make today's celebration possible. (Ask for a round of applause for the
families?)
• We honor 36 of you today for completing--successfully completing--our
Physician Assistant program. You were carefully selected during a highly
competitive process and you have lived up to the promise you showed during that
process. You have excelled. We could not be more proud of your success.
• This is a program I consider one of this University's jewels. I came here with an
extensive background in health care education, and I know what it takes to build a
top-notch program such as this. I do not bestow such praise lightly. This is an
outstanding professional program, and one I take pride in talking about as I meet
with members of the health care community and as I travel around the nation.

This is a jewel, and as each of you take your place in the health care profession, I
know that you will add only luster to that jewel. Your progress and performance in
your profession will continue to build this department's reputation, the same way
the progress and performance of earlier classes have. With each succeeding class
of Physician Assistants, the certificate you take home today will become more and
more important. It is and will continue to grow as a credential of remarkable value.
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• I have two roles here this afternoon. The first is to tell you how proud this
University is of you and how much we want you to stay in touch and remain active
in the University community. Consider that done.
• My second task is to introduce your keynote speaker this afternoon. It is my
privilege to do so. He is a familiar figure to you. I just spoke of the extraordinary
quality of this program. I have to lay the source of that quality squarely on the
shoulders of our faculty and this department's faculty chair.

Dr. William Fenn, chair of the Department of Physician Assistant, has been a
practicing PA for nearly 30 years. Dr. Fenn chairs the Michigan PA licensing body
and is the only PA to have been given a gubernatorial appointment to the state
Board of Medicine.

Highly regarded in the discipline, he is speaker of the House of Delegates and vice
president of the American Academy of Physician Assistants. He has earned that
organization's highest award--the House Outstanding Service Award and was
recognized in 2007 as an AAPA Distinguished Fellow. He has held leadership
positions in and been honored by a number of organizations. I invite you to read
the impressive biography included in this afternoon's program.

I mentioned that Dr. Fenn is a familiar figure to you. But you may have noticed
he's been noticeably absent many times over the past several weeks. He's been
racking up frequent-flyer miles in an extraordinarily important effort--our nation's
health care reform initiative. He's been in Washington on numerous trips working
with members of Congress and the White House and representing your profession
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in the work of building more workable, efficient, cost-effective and humane ways
of delivering health care.

Dr. Fenn has been sought out by Washington for the same reason we sought him
out to lead the Western Michigan University Physician Assistant program. He is a
leader who is accomplished, thoughtful, well-informed, professional and caring.
Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome Dr. William Fenn.
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